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Defending the Faith
THEOLOGICAL THEME: God’s people are called to beware of false teachers.

According to the Federal Aviation Administration, roughly forty-three thousand flights
carry over two-and-a-half million people over the United States each day. At any given
time, there can be up to five thousand aircraft in the sky. 1 As passengers, we board these
planes assuming we will arrive at our intended destination without giving any thought
to the course the flight will take or any other detail. However, moving passengers from
one location to another requires absolute precision and meticulous planning. One small
navigational error can cause a huge problem. If a pilot charts a course a single degree off,
instead of arriving in Miami Beach for some time in the sun, passengers could find
themselves in the water of the Atlantic Ocean awaiting rescue.
What are some other small
decisions or changes that can
have a significant impact?

Voices from
Church History
“The chief danger of the
Church today is that it is
trying to get on the same
side as the world, instead
of turning the world upside
down…God give to us an
intense cry for the old-time
power of the Gospel and the
Holy Ghost!” 2

In this session, we will see that God calls on us to
–A. B. Simpson (1844-1919)
defend the faith against those who deny Christian
morality. Our doctrine and our practice are fused
together; both must be guarded from threats outside
and inside the church. We will also see our need to recognize that false teachers fuel
division within the church and how we are to build up ourselves in the faith as we also
strengthen others to stand firm in the gospel together.
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1. Defend the faith against those who deny Christian
morality (Jude 3-4).
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation,
I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for
all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago
were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our
God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
3

Jude’s intention had been to write about the salvation his recipients shared, a salvation
held by all who trust in Jesus Christ. While he only touches on the gospel briefly here
before moving on to the matter he felt compelled to address, the idea of shared salvation
is critical to what will follow. There is only one gospel—one way to be saved through
the free gift of God through Jesus. And it is this gospel that serves as the foundation
of the church and as the mortar that holds every brick—every believer, whether Jew or
Gentile, slave or free, male or female, rich or poor, Native American, African, American,
European, Hispanic, Italian, Asian, or any other ethnicity—together as one.
This is the gospel that was delivered to all the saints, including the recipients of Jude’s
letter, and which was now being threatened by false teachers in the church. Instead of
writing more about this gospel, Jude reminds the readers that this gospel, this priceless
treasure, was entrusted to them and needed their protection. It was time to contend for
the faith.
What threats opposing the gospel do
we face today?

How can we contend for the faith
against these threats?
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Jude describes these false teachers as being designated for judgment and offers three
reasons why.
First, they were “ungodly.” While these false
teachers may have looked like believers, enabling
them to come into the church, they were not.
They were irreverent toward God and not true
believers, which is why they deserved judgment.
This ungodliness allowed them to remain in the
sin they taught and practiced.
Second, they were “pervert[ing] the grace
of our God into sensuality.” The Greek word
translated “sensuality” means licentiousness
and sexual immorality. These teachers were
intentionally living in a shameful way and
defending their actions by claiming to be under
God’s grace. While God’s grace covers all sin, it is
not a license to sin (Rom. 6:15-16). In Christ, we
have the ability and strength to resist evil and turn
from sin (Jas. 4:4-10).

99 Essential
Christian Doctrines
45. The World
Opposed to God
There are times in Scripture
where the term “world”
refers to more than the
physical planet Earth or the
collective human population.
In many instances, the
term refers to an active and
evil spiritual force that is
in direct conflict with God
and His kingdom. This evil
world force operates under
Satan’s control (Eph. 2:2;
John 14:30), displaying the
same self-centeredness and
deceit that is found within
his character. Christians are
called to overcome this world
of spiritual evil by faith in the
Son of God (1 John 5:4-5).

Third, they were “deny[ing] our only Master
and Lord, Jesus Christ.” Coupled with their sinful living, the false teachers denied
Jesus as sovereign Master and Lord.
These false teachers were a threat to the church by what they taught and how they lived.
Jude was calling on the church to respond proportionally. To contend for the faith, the
church had to defend and affirm Jesus Christ as Master and Lord, but they had to do
more than that. They also had to defend and affirm Christian morality, not only by
what they said but by how they lived. It wasn’t sufficient to rebuke the false teachers’
sensuality, although that needed to happen. They also had to live the truth of the gospel
themselves. What we believe informs how we live. The world will fail to see the beauty
of the gospel we believe if they are unable to see the beauty of the gospel in our lives.
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What are the dangers of proclaiming
the gospel but not living according to
it, or living according to it but not
proclaiming it?

2. Don’t be surprised by divisions
caused by false teachers
(Jude 17-19).
But you must remember, beloved, the
predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.
18
They said to you, “In the last time there will be
scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.”
19
It is these who cause divisions, worldly people,
devoid of the Spirit.
17

Voices from
Church History
“Where there is no ‘moral
gravity’—that is, no force that
draws us to the center—there
is spiritual weightlessness.
We float on feelings that
will carry us where we never
meant to go; we bubble with
emotional experiences that
we often take for spiritual
ones; and we are puffed
up with pride. Instead
of seriousness, there is
foolishness. Instead of gravity,
flippancy. Sentimentality
takes the place of theology.
Our reference point will never
serve to keep our feet on
solid rock, for our reference
point, until we answer God’s
call, is merely ourselves. We
cannot possibly tell which
end is up.’ ” 3
–Elisabeth Elliot
(1926-2015)

Jude reminded the church of what they knew—that false teachers would infiltrate the
church. Jude called on the believers to “remember…the predictions of the apostles.”
While we cannot be sure of what precisely he had in mind, we see several passages in the
New Testament that warn against false teachers (Acts 20:28-30; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Pet. 2:1;
3:16; 1 John 4:1-6).
Jude’s reminding the church of what they knew about false teachers coming into the
church may have been a gentle rebuke. They knew times were coming when false teachers
would follow what was right in their own eyes and would teach others to do the same.
However, they simply missed the signs. That couldn’t happen again. “You know this!” he
seems to be telling them. “You can’t let this take you by surprise again. These false teachers
snuck into your church this one time, but don’t let that happen again. Be vigilant!”

Session 8

77

What are some biblical truths we can forget or fail to act on?

Along with leading some to abandon the faith and live licentiously, Jude warned that
these false teachers would also “create divisions” within the church. Whenever the
gospel is attacked, the church’s unity, based on that gospel, is placed in peril. A fractured
gospel splinters the church.
The body of Christ is to be full of people who
look different, come from different cultures, and
have different experiences. The result is a people
who might share very little in common from
the world’s perspective but who are truly one in
Christ. The gospel takes people who are in many
ways polar opposites and joins them together
as members of the same family. This unified
diversity glorifies God by reflecting the scope of
His power to redeem all people to Himself and to
one another.
But remove the gospel or compromise its purity
and this unity collapses. Unity of such a diverse
people cannot be supported by anything else apart
from the gospel. And when the church’s unity
breaks, its witness to the world erodes. The church
becomes ordinary again—a group of people who
argue and bicker about what others should believe.

Voices from
Church History
“We have no right to expect
anything but the pure Gospel
of Christ, unmixed and
unadulterated—the same
Gospel that was taught by
the Apostles—to do good to
the souls of men. I believe
that to maintain this pure
truth in the Church men
should be ready to make any
sacrifice, to hazard peace,
to risk dissension, and run
the chance of division. They
should no more tolerate false
doctrine than they would
tolerate sin.” 4
–J. C. Ryle (1816-1900)

Jude reminded the church that they should have known false teachers would come, and
because of that, they should have prepared for their arrival. They should have recognized
the attack on the gospel and the church’s unity, and they should have addressed it
immediately. That was a mistake they made that they could not repeat. And it is a
mistake we cannot repeat either.
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What efforts at preserving the church’s unity might actually
compromise the gospel?

What are some ways we can celebrate and advance our church’s ethnic
and cultural diversity?

3. Build yourselves up and strengthen others in the faith
(Jude 20-25).
But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save
others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the flesh.
24
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless
before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and
now and forever. Amen.
20

Jude’s final instructions to the church focus on their need to build themselves up in
the faith. If the church is going to discern false teachers in their midst and contend for
the faith, then the church must know the faith. You cannot defend what you do not
know. The church, then, was not to stay on the defensive but also to be on the offensive,
growing in their faith.
In verse 21a, Jude calls on the church to keep ourselves in the love of God. Here we find
a coupling of our work and God’s work acting together in this imperative. While we
know God’s love is fixed on us as His children, we also know that He commands us
and expects us to obey Him. Our salvation is not dependent on our obedience, but it is
validated by it. While this is a rather abstract thought for many of us, we can see how
practical it was for the recipients of Jude’s letter.
Session 8
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Next, in verse 21b, Jude instructs believers to wait expectantly for Christ’s mercy, which
will be realized upon His return. This instruction offers a twofold encouragement to the
church. First, it gives them hope of what will come. While they may struggle now with
fighting against false teachers, working out their faith, praying earnestly, and obeying
God, they can remember Christ is returning, and when He does, they will enter His
rest. At the same time, anticipating Christ’s mercy—withholding judgment deserved—
motivates the church to humble ourselves before God and others. When we remember
the mercy we have been given, we are compelled to express similar mercy to others
(see Matt. 18:21-35).
Jumping ahead to verse 24, we find another imperative implicit in Jude’s benediction. The
church is to remember that Christ is the One who is able to protect them from stumbling
and to make them stand in the presence of God’s glory, without blemish and with great
joy. Jude has called on the church to contend for the faith—to fight a battle over the
gospel. Like all battles, this one comes with danger. It may be easier to run and hide and
stay out of harm’s way, but the fight is worth it and Christ will protect His own.
Which of Jude’s imperatives to the church have you found most helpful?
Which is most difficult for you?

As Jude shares his closing instructions to the church, he seamlessly shifts his attention
from how believers are supposed to build themselves up to how they are to build others
up. He makes this transition in verses 22-23 and offers three final imperatives.
First, the church is to “have mercy on those who doubt.” Jude calls on the church to
extend mercy—patience—with this group and to gently answer their questions.
Second, the church is to “save others by snatching them out of the fire.” Jude has in
mind here those who are being enticed by the false teachers. The church is to contend
for the faith and to call on these believers to stay true to the gospel, reaching into the
fire to pull them back to safety.
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Third, the church is to show “to others…mercy
with fear, hating even the garment stained by the
flesh.” Here Jude refers to those who have given in
to the false teachers and who have joined them in
sin. The church is to treat this group soberly,
recognizing the seriousness of their transgression.
Out of love, the church should confront these
believers and implore them to repent, hoping and
praying they do so.
What are some ways churches
handle the wrong beliefs of church
members today?

Voices from
Church History
“As I have already observed,
the Church, having received
this preaching and this
faith, although scattered
throughout the whole
world, yet, as if occupying
but one house, carefully
preserves it.” 5
–Irenaeus (circa 125-202)

Conclusion
The church today is not very different from the church in Jude’s day. Our mission to
advance the gospel to the world around us and the threat by false teachers in the church
to that mission are the same. Jude’s words to the church have reverberated through
the ages and continue to ring true today. The church is called to contend for the faith
against these threats to preserve the gospel we proclaim and live. This mission of
fighting against false teachings is heavy, but the cross we are called to bear is heavier. Yet
we do not face this challenge alone. Jesus is the One who protects us from stumbling
and who will enable us to stand in the presence of His glory, blameless and with
great joy.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jude warned the early Christians about people who
would create division by teaching false doctrine and engaging in sinful
behavior. Jesus is the One who protects His people from stumbling and
who will enable us to stand in the presence of His glory, blameless and
with great joy.
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HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION
MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to defend the faith so we

can deliver the faith to those who do not know Christ.

1. How does faithful Christian morality support a faithful witness of the gospel
to the world?

2. H
 ow should we address false teachers and teachings that distract
unbelievers from the truth of Jesus Christ?

3. W
 hat are some ways we can protect ourselves from false teachings today?
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